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ENA Open Networks project: Systems Interoperability summary 
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Principles and Criteria in developing the standard:

✓ Performance: Open standard, Interoperability, Scalability, Security, Maintainability, Platform 

independency, Backward and forward compatibility

✓ Delivery: Cost efficiency and Ease of implementation for all parties. 

Why: Reducing barriers to flexibility by standardising Flex dispatch

✓ Common standard for Flex Service Providers (FSPs) to participate in multiple GB markets – 

increase market liquidity

✓ Improve FSP user experience with harmonized GB approach - 

Key Contributors (14 organisations) 

ENA

UKPN, NGED, SP 

ENW, SSEN, NPG, 

SPEN

NESO
PNDC

CGI

Ofgem
Industry 

stakeholders
Open ADR Alliance

ElexonDESNZ

Distribution Operators

Transmission

 Operator



Scope for standardisation
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Key Focus area is the network operator ➔ Flexibility Services interface standard

Scope



GB Flexibility Products
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National Markets

Explicit Flexibility Implicit Flexibility

T-1

Ancillary Service Capacity Market

Frequency response

Operating reserve

Balancing mechanism

Black start

Inertia

Short circuit

Reactive power

T-4

Congestion  

Management

Peak Reduction

Scheduled Utilisation

Operational utilisation

Operational utilisation 
+variable availability

Local Markets

Locational Pricing

Time of Use

The scope of GB profile Release 1 standard covers ENA standard Flex products and RDP

Retail Markets

Secondary trading

Peer-to-Peer 

trading
Operational utilisation 

+Scheduled availability

Regional Development 
programme (RDPs)

ENA Flex products

Potential 

candidates 

for release 2
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Actors involved
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Key Focus area is the network operator ➔ Flexibility Services interface standard

VTN
VEN

Dispatch Platform 
suppliers

FSP Technology 
providers

Integration partners

System operators FSPs

VTN: Virtual Top Node

VEN: Virtual End Node

Legend

1 2
3

4
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Introduction to ENA: Electricity Network Association
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Distribution Transmission



GB standardised Flex products
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Contract awarded through a long-term tender where the flex 

provider reduces their highest demand peaks during 

contracted windows

Contract awarded through a long-term tender where the flex 

provider commits to be available during contracted windows, 

with utilisation confirmed at day-ahead

Scheduled Availability + 
Operational Utilisation

Peak Reduction

Scheduled Utilisation

• Standard products enable smooth transactions between buyers and sellers of flex

• Products are chosen to meet different network and provider needs

Contract awarded through a day-ahead auction where the 

flex provider agrees to deliver their flex for the following day



GB profile: Key use cases
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1. Dispatch Creation for Immediate Execution

2. Create a Future Dated Dispatch Schedule

3. Modify a Dispatch Event

4. Cancel a Dispatch Event

5. VEN Health check

6. Real Time Availability (Asset Health Check) 
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